
The Court of Assize

This Court of Assize (Assizes) dealt 

with the most serious crimes, such as 

treason, rape and murder, and was held 

twice, or three times, a year. Two judges 

from the King’s courts in Westminster 

would be sent to each ‘circuit’ (a region, 

often made up of around three to four 

counties, that the Westminster judges 

would administrate in the Court of Assize) 

to hold the Assizes. The local county 

Justices of the Peace would usually be 

in attendance, alongside a Grand Jury 

consisting of local freeholders chosen 

from the defendant’s area. The Assizes 

were a much more grand and public 

affair due to the nature of the crimes 

and the attendance of members of the 

King’s courts. ‘The Court of Assize was 

replaced by the establishment of a single 

permanent Crown Court in 1971

The Calendar of Felons
The Calendar of Felons is a series of published lists of felons convicted at the York Assizes and moved to York Castle for their sentences to be carried out. The lists include names, ages, details of their crimes and the sentence passed. It also includes details of those who were punished by being transported to Australia as an alternative to the death penalty.
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